
PERSECUTED 
FOR DEFENDING 
HUMAN RIGHTS   
TANER & THE ISTANBUL 10  
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS, TURKEY

©
 R

eb
ec

ca
 H

en
di

n



D
ec

em
be

r 
2

0
1

7
 

In
de

x:
 E

U
R

 4
4

/6
8

0
5

/2
0

1
7

 E
ng

lis
h

To
p 

ro
w

 (
L–

R
):

 Ö
zl

em
 D

al
kı

ra
n 

(C
it

iz
en

s’
 A

ss
em

bl
y)

, 
Ş

ey
hm

us
 Ö

zb
ek

li 
(l

aw
ye

r)
, 
Ta

ne
r 

K
ılı

ç 
(C

ha
ir,

 A
m

ne
st

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l T

ur
ke

y)
, 
Ve

li 
A

cu
 (

H
um

an
 R

ig
ht

s 
A

ge
nd

a 
A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
),

 N
al

an
 

E
rk

em
 (

C
it

iz
en

s’
 A

ss
em

bl
y)

; 
B

ot
to

m
 r

ow
 (

L-
R

):
 G

ün
al

 K
ur

şu
n 

(H
um

an
 R

ig
ht

s 
A

ge
nd

a 
A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
),

 A
li 

G
ha

ra
vi

 (
D

ig
it

al
 s

tr
at

eg
y 

an
d 

w
el

lb
ei

ng
 c

on
su

lt
an

t,
 w

ri
te

r)
, 

İd
il 

E
se

r 
(D

ir
ec

to
r, 

A
m

ne
st

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l T

ur
ke

y)
, 

N
ej

at
 T

aş
ta

n 
(A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
 f

or
 M

on
it

or
in

g 
E

qu
al

 R
ig

ht
s)

, 
P

et
er

 S
te

ud
tn

er
 (

no
n-

vi
ol

en
ce

 a
nd

 w
el

lb
ei

ng
 t

ra
in

er
),

 İ
lk

nu
r 

Ü
st

ün
 (

W
om

en
’s

 C
oa

lit
io

n)
.

Taner Kılıç was just doing his job, exposing 
human rights abuses in Turkey as Chair of 
Amnesty International in that country. But on 9 
June 2017, he was thrown into prison on the 
absurd charge of being a member of an “armed 
terrorist organization”. 

One month later, İdil Eser, head of Amnesty 
Turkey; Özlem Dalkıran, founder of Amnesty 
Turkey, now with Avaaz and the Citizens’ 
Assembly; and eight others were detained while 
attending a routine workshop for human rights 
activists in Istanbul. All 10 are also facing 
membership charges – a preposterous accusation. 

The detention of the Istanbul 10 and Taner’s 
imprisonment were the latest in a series of 
government efforts to silence its critics. Since 
the attempted coup of July 2016, over 150,000 
people have been placed under criminal 
investigation. 

Following a global outcry, the Istanbul 10 were 
released on bail. But Taner is still in prison and 
the Istanbul 10 are still at risk. These brave 
individuals have dedicated their lives to 
defending the rights of others. Criminalising 
them leaves everyone vulnerable to the 
government’s ongoing crackdown on freedoms.

Tell Turkey to stop persecuting these rights 
defenders and drop the charges against them.

 

  

ISTANBUL 10 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
TURKEY

Write to the Minister  
of Justice 

Support Taner, İdil, Özlem 
and the Istanbul 10

Tell him to stop the persecution of these rights defenders 
and unconditionally release them.

Minister of Justice Abdulhamit Gül 
Ministry of Justice
Adalet Bakanlığı
06659 Ankara
Turkey

Twitter: @abdulhamitgul

Salutation: Dear Minister

Upload a photograph of your solidarity message to 
freeistanbul10.tumblr.com to show you support their 
struggle and demand an end to the persecution of human 
rights defenders in Turkey.

 

 


